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a11 form of the novel

works  o f  Ehrenburg ' s

r i o n  o f  t h e  s e v en t i e s

whictr  has many paral le l .s  both in the

contemporar i 'es and in the Soviet fíc.

and  e i gh t i e s .

Gab r i e t a  V e s e l

THE OT}IBR SIDE

F'ANTAS'I'IC NOVELS OF ALFRED KUBIN AND GUSTAV }TEYRINK

In  t he  f i c t i on  wr i t t en  i n  Ge rman ,  De r  Go tem (1915 )  by

Gus - l a v  Mey r i ' n k  and  Dťe  ande re  Se i t e  ( 1909 )  by  A1 f r ed  Kub in

represent ahe genre of fantast io noveI popular ín the t ime

o f  t he  F i r : s t  Vo r l . d  Va r ,  Bo th  wo rk s  a re  s im i l a r  i n  many  r e s -

peo t s .  A  spec i f i o  f r am i ' ng  o f  f i r s t . pe r : son  na f r a t i ve s  con t r í -

butes to the vagueness of the dj .st inct ion betveen the real

and  the  imag ina r y .  Apa r . t  f r om the  t hemes  o f  a  d ream,  v i s íon

rrr  tra l l .ucínat ion, both novels are charact.e,rízed by the mo_

t í f s  o f  eyes ,  s i gh t ,  l r ypno t i sm  and  b l i ndness  whose  mean ings

a re  a1so  s yn rbo1 i c .  The  impene t r ab l e ,  en i g rna t i c  vo r1d  í s  a1so

evoked by the m()t i fs  of  fear and anxiery.  The annbigu: i ty i .n

t}re depictíon of the environment oorresponds to the ambiva.

lence crf  the whole structure. ln both novels,  the s i te of

the story i .s  eventual ly destroyed. Thougtr the decipher ing of

myster ious syrnbol ic  references runs para1le l  with gradual

unravel l ing of the structure of fantast io wor lds accom-

p1íshed  by  t he  he roes ,  t he  amb i va l en t  na tu re  o f  t he  s t o r íe s

taking place betrreen the real  and the supernatural  remains

unctranged.
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